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On 2 June 1961 list weeks after

the I3av of Pigs debacle�, the Senate

internal Security ~uhcommittee

(�oflVefled to take testimony from

Richard M. Helms, then an assis

tant deputy director of the Central

Intelligence Agency. In those hal

cyon days of the Agenevs

relationship with Congress. it was

rare for a CIA official to give a pre

sentation that senators had every

intention of making pubhc. �I�he

~ eibcommittee. dominated by some

of the fiercest anti�Communist

inenibers of the Senate, undouht

cdlv wanted to help repair the

Agency�s tarnished image. The

hearing, entitled Comniunist For

geries.� would surely remind Amer

jeans ~if the threat that Coniiuunism

posed to Western interests and the

Agcncvs frontline role in contain

ing that threat.�

Heliiis began his testimony by

describing an episode that had just
faded from the headlines. It proved

just how virulent and resilient a lie

can lie when everything around it

seems to fall into place. A Ithorigh
I helms never used the precise term,

the scheme lie described ~v mId

eventually become better known by

its KCB appellation: Clt�2�i?i/Or�

?lIat.cli(i or disinkrmation.

F:)r years, Soviet propagandists had

s( )ught to impugn the I.. nited States

by linking it to France�s brutal
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colonial war in Algeria. The effort

wis a mediocre success until

22 April 1961, when four Algerian-
based generals organized a putsch

against President Charles de Gaulle.

who was trying to extract l�rance

from the seven-year conflict. Coin

cidentally, one of the plotters, Air

force Gen. ,\laurice Clialle. had

served in NATO headquarters and

was unLisuallv pro�American for a

senior French officer. �l�his fact pro�

~�ided the basis for a fabrication that

the pk)tters enjoyed the CIA�s

support.

�This lie was first printed on the

23rd of April by a Route daily.�

I lelms testified. In English. the

headline in Paese .S�eru read, �Was

the Military Coup d�~�tat in Algeria

Prepared in Consultation with

\\�ashington?�3 The very next da.

I�rui.�cla, citing Paese St�ra, ran a

stoP,� alleging CIA support for the

revolt, as ~lid �lASS and Radio Mos

coo�. Other Soviet Uloc and then

Western outlets picked up the story.

which gathered credibility with

every re-telling. Eventually Le

.ifonde. the most respected and

influential newspaper in France, ran

a lead editorial that began, �It now

seems established that some Ameri

can agents more or less encouraged

Challe. ��I�he velienience of the US

hmbassv�s denial wa~ pnniarily
taken as an indication of the

a Ilegat ion�s truth.
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�
The businessman now

As the story spread to this side of

the Atlantic. the controversy grew

to such a pitch that it threatened to

disrupt President Kennedys state

visit to France, scheduled for May
1961. Relations remained testy until

Maurice Couve dc Murville.

France�s foreign minister, went

before the National Assembly and

sought to quell the allegation.~

Altogether, Helms observed, the

episode was an �excellent example
of how the Communists use the

false news story� to stunning effect.

And it had all started with an Ital

ian paper that belonged �to a small

group of journals published in the

free world but used as outlets for

disguised Soviet propa

gancla. . .

instead of having this

originate in Moscow, where every

body would pinpoint it. they

planted the story first in Italy and

picked it up from Italy

Helms�s testimony reveals that the

CIA�s Counterintelligence (CI) Staff

had a sophisticated understanding
of how dezinJbrmatszya worked by
no later than 1961: Yet six years

later, a grander and more perni
cious concoction originating in the

�Paris Rumors on C.I.A/he .\eU� York

Times. 2 May 1961. and French Minister

Tries to I Iatt Rumors of t~� 5 Role in Mutiny,�

The ,Veu� York limes. 6 May 1961.

�Communist Forgeries. pp 2-3.
-

�Ihe KGB�s emphasis on deztnJ�ornlatsi)�a as

a particularly useful active measure� (the

Soviet term for covert activities) is a staple in

intelligence Iiterature Among the earliest

relishk� accounts is Ladislac Bittman, The

Deception Game- czechosloi ak Inlelligena�
:n ,Sni�j~t Poljltcal Warfare (Syracuse, NY:

Syracuse t Iniversitv Research Corporation.
1972). See also Vladislav M. Zubok, ,.Sp~� vs.

Spy: �l�he KGB vs. the CIA. 1960-1962, (�old

W~r International HLstor~ Project Bulletin,

\X�oodrow Wilson International Center for

Scholars, Washington. DC. Issue 4, Fall 199~,

pp. 22-33.

chargedwith the crime of
the century had once

been a source for the CIA

through its Domestic

Contact Service.

~9

same newspaper, I�aese Set-a. would

go unexamined, unexposed. and

unchallenged. This lapse, while

understandable in context, proved
a costly one for the Agency over

the long run. I�aese Set-a s success

ful deception turns out to be a

major reason why many Americans

believe, to this day, that the CIA

was involved in the assassination of

President Kennedy.8

Garrison Opens His

Investigation

The complex story begins in early

February 1967, when the FBI and

CIA learned about a striking devel

opment in New Orleans. Two years

after the completion of the federal

inquiry into President Kennedy�s
death by the Warren Commission,

the local district attorney. Jim Garri

son, had opened his own

investigation into the November

1963 assassination.�-� Whatever Gar

rison was up to, he did not seem

intent on involving the federal gov

ernment. So both the Bureau and

Daniel I�atrick Moynihan .,Secrec~ 1/ic

American Ex�perience(Ncw Haven. CT: Yale

tlniversity Press. 1998). pp. 219-220. On the

30th anniversary of the assassination, accord

ing to national polls cited by Moynihan.
three-quarters of those surveyed believed the

CIA had murdered the President.

lee Harvey Oswald. the accused assassin.

had lived in New Orleans b>r five� months

prior to the murder, which provided the pre

text for Garrisons probe.

the CIA simply awaited the next

development, believing, I ike most

Americans, that no responsible

prosecutor would dare reopen the

case unless he truly had something.

On 17 February, the \~u� Orleans

Slates-Item revealed Garrison�s rein

vestigation to the world and ignited
a media firestorm. The first legal
action, however, did not occur until

1 March 1967, when Garrison

ostentatiously arrested an urbane

local businessman named Clay

Shaw and charged him with tnaster

minding a plot that culminated in

President Kennedy�s death. Both

the Bureau and the CIA rushed to

their respective tiles and cart name

traces on Shaw, a man who had

never been linked to the assassina

tion despite Washington�s

painstaking investigation. Insofar as

the Agency was concerned, only

one sltver of information was note

worthy. The businessman now

charged with the critne of the cen

tury had once been a source for the

CIA throLigh its Domestic Contact

Service (l)CS).

he CIA�s concerted effoti to gather

foreign intelligence from domestic

sources had its roots in World War

II. After the conflict, careful analy

sis revealed that a coordinated

effort to collect infortiiation known

to American citizens tuigl�tt have

averted some l)itter failures. l�hus,

when the CIA was formed in 1947.

it was handed i�esponsibilitv for the

I-or tin,� circumstance�, of Sliasv�, arrest see

Patricia I.amheri, False tt�ttoess 7/ic� Real

Story of Jim Gan�i,co,z c Jni-estii~cilzoo (Ness

\�c,rk .51, Evans, 1998), At the time of the

arrest. Garrison had no kt~ ovk�dge of a ns

actual or presumed link hets~ tin sliass and

ttte CIA,
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overt collection of foreign intelli�

gence \~ ithiit the I nited States. and

I ),S offices were discreetl~� opened
in several major cities. DCS officers

sought Oflt~t(�t with American eiti�

zens ~vIio traveled iliro ad and were

ill a pi )SitiOii to ac(fliiro� significant
ft ireign intel I igemice as ,t t�t )utine

matter. �II ie Ii igliest p1.1 )ritv natti�

rall~�, was attaclmeel to debriefing

Americans who traveled behind the

lion Curtain or to international con

ferences where they met Soviet

Uloc citizens. Although all l)CS

relat h >nships �~ ith individual Amen�

cans were routinely classified

secret, the information gleaned
was often no moore confidential

tItan what could Ite gained from a

i,�l se reading t if the lv ill S/reel

foiii�nal. Rv the mid�I °Th}s, I )CS

files contained the naiiies of

I ~O,OOO Americans ~vlu had will�

in gI pro vi ded in fi irma t i( )~ ( r were

pr~ mising sources.

~i ha w had vo l u nteered Ii is first

report to the I)CS in l9S. the year

that the division of Furope into

antagonistic blocs hardened. I his

offering cc )ncerned Czc choslo )va

kia. a country whose fate had

gripped Americans iiil:igination.
I ntil Ilruat�v I�) iS. (;zechoslova�

kia tad been :i pIui~ilistic.
elenioc�ratic state, mindful of Soviet

nat h )nal secu nt~� concerns but

linked econonimcallv and intellectu�

a ll~� to the \\�est. Then, in the space

seven d:i~ S. it \\ as abniptlv trans

tornied into a Cottimunist

clictato )rshmp. a shattering develop�
tilent because it si.iggestecl a replay
if events that tad led to the last

(uittimij�.�.iini �n (.i.\ ~\,ti~ ,:,,�~ \\ithirt the

I nit,�,h 5~t,��. /?i�/�~u1 /,, 1/�� /�,�C�,i(/(�,iI I \\a�,hi�

I : is (;,~ ~ fluent �it LT1~4 0 )11i i,.

tine I �~�~ p 2)18 2111

world war. In I)ecemnber 19-iS.

Shaw informed the CIA about the

new regime�s effo)rt to expand

exports via the \ew ( )rleans �I�rjcle

\Iart. I Ic shamed details about a

lease for exhibition space that had

been nego )t iatecl with a Czech coin�

mnercial attac�bd based in \ew

�iork

�I�hat voluntary report led to ,in

extended relatio nshi p m matters

in~ olving commercial and interna�

tmo)nal trends. Shaw was an

observant businessman who tra~ �

eled widely, It was effortless for

mm to pick up the kind oif informa

tion useful to analysts inside the ~ �S

Government. Over the next eight

yeats. Shaw relayed information on

33 separate Occasions, his fleiencv

in Spanish helping to make� hint a

particularlv astute observer of

trends in Central and So )cith Amer

ica. I us reports about devaluation

in Peru. a pn p )sed new highway
in \icaragcia. and the desire of

\\~�stern huropean countries to

trade� with the Soviet bloc��a scib�

je�ct of keen interest to \\�~isltington
becacise of worries about techini )l

ogv transfers�were invariably

graded ��of valcie� and ��reliable�,��

\Vhi~� the relatio )nsIi ip e�nck�d after

I 9~ is not revealed in any of the

recently declassific�cl CI,\ files or

Slt~iw�s own p~ipc�rs. \\�hate~�c�r the

subject- o;t;i~ I,, sh,t~~ t-.imel,~t,re 2 t ~tii, ru�

tilt, tt�s 23. i ts(:,-\ �;egri�,~,ued (:L\ (�,,Ite,-�

tu,�re,iti,,�r I t80.-\ (:t~\ O~,lte,iiutt I.

it it�d o� ,\ ��.1 �~si fli ii. in Ree~, LI (ilk�; il in

\r,�itit i,�; I Iiere.itier JFK \,\I1,\ I See

ii�,,, I tit,iriii,tti n t(epi)rt 5.>, i~l it�d~l�) I. ( i,�

r.l I liii et I ~eii, e .-\ge let
-

2 t )e�Le itt let I�) iS,

t�ile JFK n�ti~ 12). (u� I. \tJ�,,�ell,ineuu�, c;t

�erie�. Iii,�, e:ttmer o;t \ 5cr,,�, I. IFt�~ \At(.-\

Set en it 5ti~itt reput�t�. ire ,i,rtt,i�rted iii tin�.

tile

reaso )n, t lie 0,10 )~di nienta rv meet )i�dl is

clear: Shaw was not handed oft by

the 1)C~ amid deveh )ped asa covert

operative b~� the CiA�s Plans (now

Operations) Directorate. �Ilk� rela

tionship joist lapsed. 1 Iv� I�iael ne~ er

received any remuneratu m and

probalil~ ct msidered the reporting a

civic elcity that was no h nger

um�gent o nce t he hostility between

the twoi sciperpoiwers became fro

zen in place� and a tiv�~~� ~~�orld ~~�ar

no lo rnger a ppearecl imminent.

I �p~m~ reviewing Sha\\ �s file after

the businessman�s arrest, Lloyd Ray.

chief of the \e~~ Orleans I)CS

off ice, expressed some concern bitt

saw no) reason to lx� alarmed.

�\X�h ile I do no t expect that this

office wil I beco me involved in the

matter, Ray wrote in a .3 March

I 96 cable to) CI:\ heack1tiam�tem�s in

I~angle~ . \�irginia, �nevertheless

there is al~~a~s the possibility of

this.� Ray had joined the I )CS in

I 9~S anel knew Sliaw personally. A

lawyer by trim ining. he sciggested

briefing Lawrence� I-ho niston, the

CIA�s general counsel, on the facts

of� the relationship ��to) be on the

safe side

)itc�cior, I)C~, Iri�mt, Objet. Net�,

Ort,�an�, ( hike, re (.i,it shi,itt
.

�0 ~tir, Ii i%�

tt�K�\t�(I-i I ��II. It,,�; I. (t.\ Sent��, \te� IttnrLr,�

~tiiiti ri, c ;,lt-rI�.umt tttve�,ii,.iat JIm Qtierie�. I ruin

tii�.mi, i, I )m,�1�Iitmimenm, 28 September i%�, Ibis

P. Rii�.�.,�tl t�t,,ln,,��. t�I~l,�r�.- 1 ,Iri,mlI�. I mml,mrtmii

man ib�m�n�~ JFK�\t�(I-, (12), ttm,x i. (;t.\

�n�r,e�,�ill Ilk N \R,\

\tetmti, im, o2imi�t Nt��,�, Oi�l,�,mri�, Ollici,�, tim,,,,

(:Ini,�i (:uhli,mm m t ),t i�.j~~n ,, o:,~�.i, ,in�ui

mitt� ib�0(,. ,lt�K�\t�n I I F2I. tm,� I. (�t,-\

�erie�. 1K N

�.\t,�itt,m t)ir,�,�m,mm, t)05, miii, (:iii,�t, \m_�\�,

0)tlm,�mit�, Ott�i,,�, �0 \ttrLhI t�)(i�, ttt�~ ~,t�I) II

hii,~ i, c:i.~ see�.. Ilk \AIO\
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European Leffists Fan the

Flames

�I�lie day after Ray�s cable, on 4

March, the left-wing Roman news

paper Paese 5�era published a

scoop that would reverberate all

the wa\� to Nevv� Orleans and

Langley. According to the after

noon daily, CIa Shaw was no mere

international husinessman. �l�liat

profession was a facade for his

involvement in �pseudo-commer
cial� activities via the Centro

Moncliale Commerciale C CMC). a

trade-promotion group headquar
tered in Rome from 1958 to 1962.

The defunct CMC had been �a crea

ture of the CIA,� according to Paese

Sc�ra, �set up as a cover for the

transfer to Italy of CIA-FBI kid

funds for illegal political-espionage
activities,� Revealinglv, one of the

CMC�s most nefarious acts. accord

ing to Paes� ,SerU, was support for

the �philo-fascists� who had

attempted to depose Charles de

Gaulle in the early 1960s. �~

The plausibility of the Paese Sera

allegations was strengthened

immeasurably by a conteniporane

ous media firestorm. On Valentine�s

l)ay, Ramparts magazine had

ignited a controversy over CIA sub

sidies, As elite news outlets raced

to outdo Ramparts by revealing the

methodok)gy and extent of covert

CIA funding around the world, it

became known that

�Clay Shaw (arrestato per Kennedy) ha

svolto (ifloscura attivita a Rorna,� ( �Clay

Shaw Carried Out Obscure Activity in

Rome�) l�ac�si� _Vc�ra, �4 March I 967 �I�he

�sco)I) ran for three successive days in

Pa eat� Sera, ,�\n accurate description of the

CMC�s purposes is tOlU~d in �Honk�s trade

Center�I Io~~ it Came �l�o Be: (,�htca,t~o Dat/i�

i�rihzazc�, I September 1960,

�
It never dawned on the

CIA that a disinformation

scheme was at the root of

its problem with

Garrison, despite Paese
Sera �s well-documented

involvement in

dezinformatsiya.

�9

anti-communist elements in Italy

had been among the beneficiaries

of the CIA�s overseas Iam�gesse.
Moreover, as vv�as the case in 1961,

1�aest~ .S�era s 1967 scoop was built

around certain undeniable facts: the

CMC had existed in Rome: Shaw

had been a board member: and

now he was charged vvith having

conspired to murder President

Kennedy,

The Italian defense, interior, and

foreign affairs ministries denied the

allegation of a link between the

CMC and the CIA, and mainstream

Italian newspapers limited them

selves to pointing out the Roman

connection of the businessman

arrested in New Orleans. �~ Other

outlets. however, showed less

restraint, On 5 March, the day after

Paese Sera s scoop, l�(Tnità, the

newspaper of the Italian Commu

nist Party, published a front page

story headlined, �Sliaw.
,

was a

Rome agent of the C.I.A,� Mos

cows I�raz.�da picked up the story

on 7 March. publishing it under the

simple headline, �Clay Shaw of the

CIA. �The same theme appeared in

the 8 March edition of I JIzi,nan,w,

the newspaper of the French Com

munist Party. which reported that

the �CIA used Clay Shawl for its

activities in Italy.. where he spe

cialized] in the f�inancing of political

groups considered to be �i ntransi

gent anti�Comniunists�.��5 Similar

stories then popped up in the

leftvving Greek and Canadian press.

all of which echoed Paese Sera ~c

obset~�ation that �in this complex
and still obscure matter the CIA cer

tainly has a hand.�2

Oddly. despite its vast intelligence-

gathering apparatus, the Agency
missed the seminal article,

(_�orru�re do/la .~e,�a. or example. ran 4 stoi�V

ott S March entitled �Sha~v hi nd consiglio di

lifl centro econottlico di Roma.�� �Shaw �A�as

on the 0 o neil of an Fc )n( nit ic Center in

Rotite ) that did not mention the CIA at alL

���clay Sftasv a tra� ailld ~i Rome pour les ser�

vices I�S despionnage. I Clav Sliaw Worked

in 16 )nte ir IIS Intelligence�). / �flu pìia,i ttØ,

8 March 1 96~

\�asta (�Co alle rivelazii mi di l�aest� ,Sera

sull�attivita itahana di Clay Sliaw,� (��\�ast

Ectti )5 fri itti l�ai�s�� ,Sera a Revelat i( )i�is (in the

Italian ,�\ctivities of Clay Sha~ �). l�ae,se ,S�era.

6 March 1967, It is possible, of (,ourse, that

the stories simply reflected sloppy and sensa

tional journalism rather than intentional dis�

infortitation �)et one of tie entries pertaitting
to Italy from the so�called ��\Iitrokhin

archive� suggests a KGB proi enance. \�asili

Mitrokiuti, the f�oritier KG!) ai�i ftivjst who

defected to Britain in 1992, br( flight with Ii im

25,000 pages of hiandi~ ritten notes about

highly sensitive docuttients. One brief note

refers to a d isi nI( irma ti )n schteitie in 1 96

that i ma )l �ed l�aeM� Se~�a and resu ted in pub
heat ion (if a false story in Ness �ii irk

-

See Max

I Iollatid. ��l�he 1)emon in Jim Garrison,� II �ii�

ao~z Quarter/i�, \6l, XX\�. No. 2. Spring 201)1,

Ott ii February 1967, Ramparts and The

.Vou� York Times siniultaneouslv revealed that

the National Students Assoi,�iation had know

itiglv accepted cash subsidies f�rottt the CIA.

See Michael Warner, �Sophisticated Spies:
CIA�s Links to Liberal Anti-Communists,

19-19-1 %�,� lnwrnat:onu/ Journal of/nrc/li
~~eiice and (�oitnten�izte/liRe?zce. Vol. 9, No. i

Winter 1996/97, pp. 425-433; Sig Mickelsoti.

,�Irnerica :c Other i),jce ibr� Stor~� of Radio
free Europe and Radio Libt�rt~� (New �~ork:

Praeger, 1983), pp. 121-121; and Cord Meyer,

/�acin,t,� Rca/it �- /�ro,n World fedora/ian, to the

(�.�IA (New ~ork: Harper & Row. 1980),

pp. 85-9�c In addition to lending the /�ae.ce

,St�ra story credence, the Ramparts exposØ
may have helped I ecipitati� the disinforma�

tion to begin with.
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probably ltc�c:iuse Paesi� ,Sera svas

flot .1 strict (~)l1iniunist part\ organ,

and therefore not monitored dniv.-~�

( )nce the accusal in i)ega n appear�

I ng in organs I ikc� I�rai c/Cl. h( )\Ve�er,

the story grabbed the attention of

the CiA�s Ci Staff, which ran bie

traces on (,\IC and I�t~R.\lINl)FX, its

S\viss�l)ased ~ corlx)ration

�Ihe results \\ ere in if )rrnlv nega

tise. Neither (�()liipitfl~ was a

p~ )prict a ry r tr ml. 01)1 h id either

been used to channel Rinds to anti

(~ >mnmnunjsts :is allegecL Agency

hles also proved that Shaw had

never been asked aher 1 9~8, to

exploit his aUiiation wih the (~1C

fi ~r an~ clamidest ne purl )ose. �It

ap)ears that all ii! the J~ra,da

charges are untrue,� reads the

Agencvs most detailed i eview of its

links to Slia~v, �except that there

\vas a CIA�Sliaw reIa(t()nship.~

1 his emphasis�that there was a

�melat ionship �marked .1 c()ncep�

ttmal turning point Uv f icusing on a

t;ingential truth rather than the

overwi mel miiinglv f:i Isity (ft lie alle

gation. the Agency effectively
donned a set of blinkers. \�i.�itli its

attention iixiited on the l)CS link, it

never dawned (in the CIA that a

.hsinlormatn )n sd teme was at the

0 )ot of its po hlem with Garrison�

tlmuii~ti fl( �I iIi~� ~i Il i:)t i(r)~:iI i, /�a~c� .Si�?l

(�.1�. ~( I)rol?rIe-Lir~ (�()ll)j~?ti\ (It lii� (rup~�s
l:(llii)FilI)_� �(.1. IIi&I ml Ill�. )\\ lilt 1)1� the� It:ili:irm

~)))il)flhlni�.t �~Irtv (,?i�i,Ifl() lti�.:ii~ii_ (,�zorilliII

F?1 11(111(11 l�:trimi:i. lt,I~ (;u.iiiei. I.eiitiire�.

t mi 311

\le�iin tr (tiici, (1 i(~~\. �t�r.u�e Rcsiili�, in)

lt�,((fls (i)flh)t�t�it�Ci 5�, II) (inc i Ntoridi:ilc

_a)mimiilere i:iic,�� 21 .\l:ir(�li 96��, mci ��Stih1e�m�m:
I.;!:�, t_~ si~~ Eni�Io�iii�i� 2t Ii (ill fl ~tim ru�

mi ite\ 23, tIs(;~ dt.\ (AIieelRIri. li-K

\AR.~ (A(Unt(�ri!uit�tti(4(�li( &� lItticer�. retrieved

t.Ii~ii (�()\e�r:9.~e� Iii tile� sa(r\� a�. it .iI)t)i�irt�d in

u�.~irIc�,�u� (IcIIu( .Sm�,am .1 titi If ,ihi�i((Ci,ifl�,Y). hut riot

lilt� �.t�i1~ in:) I I�(U�,m� .Su�ru-( mit dc

despite I�ae�~e ,Sera s \Vehl-ch (cii

nentc�d i nv l vement in

c/ezn//ornlaIslva and the fact that

efha�ts to link the CIA to the

Kennedy assassination had been a

stapk� of communist�oriented publi�
cattotis for th rc�e ~�ears.

For did� Agency, the eight v~ eeks

hc�t\S een 1 ,\larch and 2S April 1 %~

were thc� calm hc�f )re the St( rm

During this pen cl, Clay Shaw�s

.illeged connection to the Cli\ went

.inrenmarked in die I nitc�cl States

Save for a brief rc�ference in a

eftwi ng New �11 irk newspa pc�r. t lie

,\tiliotial (,�lear(/ia!l.~ Still, the

�gniesonie po )ceedl ings� iii Nc�~~

(7 )rlc�,ins, as I )CS I )irc�ct r James

Murpi iv labc�lecl then�i. were

~r( )U n ci s II )r dS ince rn if 11 ( it a Ia rot

F ~arri5( in sc�c�nteci intl )X icatecl I y the

�.vorlds attention and was :icling

likc� a carnival barkc�r rather than a

I )~\ inve igating a grave ilia tter.

I leints, ~vlio had liecoitie Di rect( )r

of Central Intelligc�nce (DCI) in

.96(), asked Ray Rocca. chief of

Research & Analysis for the Cl Staff,

to stay abreast of the situation. Dur

ing the kill, i lively debate took

placc� I )etween the (:1 Staff and the

DCS over what ~ do. The latter

�, \le�utuu ti�uiuii t(i)((J I)) I lu,ii�.ii,ui I

1968. ttu)x l-~, I tsC.\ c;ts (:i,the-ctiuui. JPK

Mu hugh niutel,uie�et, the- iie-,i svu>rk u-ti

So� itt c\ploi:ii ((I) of tti~ t�,�.Lssuli?liou)

r..�iut:uiit~ ,�\ruui:imid \t �,~. /)z.~i,,/u.o�,iuuiun. his�

I�lJ)fl�Fuilit)(n(, (1)1(1 1/It� (.)(H?fflii!( 1 u i\�)fl.ll-�k
/ v/H(s) cf (H a mehe�ii. Cl� �Sit in m i6n ks. I

Sec :ui�,u (;Iuristrj)iuer \ndre�sv ~i \�.i�.ihi

.\liiroi�.huiiu. �I/n� 10s,,�(l cuzrl th1� Shu�Iil fbi�

.t!i!,�u(�66i .1 re�bia� iiuic/ mill� Su�u iu�/ / iu~!ur~� o)

till� AG/i ( �o��e �~� irk: I Ia Sit 31)1 kS. i~)~)~)).

~ 22~� 230

\�cs quucsiioii�. r,uu�.e�d (In IFK kuhiung.
.\�atmouut,I (,u(!,�(Iii)), Ill ~ht.(ie hi I 9i�u~ �Hit�

\ isv irk - I 05111 (,�umr(/ian iii:)�, CCII dli e�

51�)) th1- puihlic.mtiuin ue�te�i�e�ne I�ll Ill lime� loll.�

till))) 11)1,� .\ti n,ktiii�i ,mr(tmu\e-�,

argued against devoting more time

and effort to what already seemed

to he a ��sensational hoax. Rocca.

iii )weve m�, ss�a ntecl t( 1 st iv a I teach of

thu.� clisc�loscire curve, and ulti�

muatels� Ins pu )sition previilc�ch. �I�he

CIA iiitc�nsif ed its momi it( )ring

weeks bd�f ire ( garrison actually

trained his sights on the Agency.

�\\�e regm�et to have to bum�clen von

with this so in of coverage, wrote

I )CS (;liic�f Murphy in a 20 March

letter to die New Orleans office,

��but ill could be clamitaging to the

Agc�ncv if some link could be

c�xploclecl by enterprising news

ho u nd s.�

�mibeknowmist to thc� Agency. Garri

son h-mad been convinced by the

/�(/(h,S�C ,S�ertj article that Shaw was

linked to time CIA: that association.

in turn. implicated the CIA in a

cover�dip of thi~� Kc�rmnecl assassina

tion. A chary kept by Richard

billings, a II1�E editor who worked

closely with the DA ill the early

stages (if the investigation. corroho�

mates the tinling and impact of the

f� reign clisink irmnath )n on ( tarrison.

billings�s entry for 1 (i March, less

than two wc�c�ks after the pliblica�
lion of tlic� fit-st Pac&ce ,S~,�a article.

notes that, �Garriso m now inter�

estech in possible connedtio ins

between 51mw anch the CIA.
-

arti

cle in March issue Ihiniciinties

It lIlIlIlCIl? iie�l scipposc�chly lnc�ntions

Shaw�s cotiipanv CiA) ss ork in

Italy,�! Six clays later, the I )A had

at least one of time artic�lc�s in hand.

(;arrison �has copy lof story abocit

� \te�fli)i I)) Chief ~�,t��,�, u )rhe�,ins, tniuu t)ire�e�

icr, t)C5. .2(1 ,\t:un�tu 96�. JFK-.\t�O-m I t2 I.

II) (N I
-

Ct.\ 5e�rie�s, I 1K �.~t3 v

-��(i:(~ 5h:u~s a uu:i�,:uilhe� ~u Rons� unur lesser

itt��. 1 5, tie��. P~1 ii fl.(341�. fl/u l))lUi 16.

S \larctu 196
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Disinformation

�
Never in its 20-year

existence had the CIA]

Shawl datelined Rome. March 7th,

from Ia presse Italien Isicl,� Billings
records. �It expkiins Shaw working
in Rome in �~ tO 60 period.2

Dezin/~rinatsii�a thus exerted a

profound influence on the prosecu

tion of Clay Sha~v. Overriding the

opposition of his top aides, who

had hegged him to drop the case,

Garrison now persisted because the

DA believed he had nahl)ed an

important �covert operative.
-~

Under the duress and publicity of

indictment. Shaw would surely fold.

And the moment he cracked. Garri

son imagined that it would be easy

to unmask the sequence of events

leading to the assassination in

Dallas.

US Media Pick Up the Thread

Despite the flurry of articles in

Europe s pr -Communist press. the

sensational revelation about Shaw

was not playing well at home. Ihis

was a problem tor a l)A whose

~nodiis opera nc/i requ i red a steady

drumbeat of positive publicity. Gar

rison dared not bring up the

allegation openly, as he later

explained in a letter to Lord I3er-

trancl Russell. the famed British

philosopher who was also an avid

conspiracy huff�. Doing SC) might
hand skeptics in the media the

1 )ick 13i11 I ngss I�e-rsonal \OtCs (in (aittsul

tations and interviews s~ ith Garrison. p 25.

ttichaRI HiRings 1-ik�. As�.sinat i( )fl .�\rchive�s

and Reseatcit Center. \Vsiiiitgton. t)C

l�ht� Case Hut �si..� er �~�,as: I-ortiui�r Aide�.

.�~tt~ick (,arri�.ons Case Ai2,iInst 5tias~
.

.\eu

()rh�ai~. !ou�s�l�tco YI~PU�. 20 Nos i�rnher tOSS

\\hen asked in this ankle� why aiete�s

opposed SIui(V.5 prosecution. (;arrisOtl said

that rn 1st )f his assistants were not privy u

the Ix�iiind-the-s~,s�ne working�. of tits

inquiry

confronted such a

challenge from an

elected public official

with legal, albeit limited,

authority.

~9

ammunition to destroy his contro

versial probe. 29 Critical articles had

begun to appear, including a devas

tating expose of Garrison�s sources

and methods that ran in the 23

April .S~atz~rdaj� Ez�c�njn,~ Post. ~ Gar

rison wanted the Italian story in the

news, but via a hidden hand,

On 2S April, the ~\eu� Orleans

States-Item publ ishecl a front page.

copyrighted story. �l�he headline

read. �Mounting Evidence l,inks

CiA to Plot� Probe.� and the pri

mary source of the article was

�Garrison or one of his people.�°
The story went on to report that

Shaw, the pivotal figure in Garri

son�s investigation, had been linked

to the CiA �by an infiLiential Italian

newspaper.� It took more than 20

column inches before the article

noted that Paese Sera was �leftist in

its political leanings� (The �S State

Department routinely labeled the

afternoon daily a �crypto�Cominu�
nist� newspaper.) Inexorably, the

Associated Press picked up the .\eu�

cite r, C a rris in to Russell, 2 August 1 %.

Ness Orleans Puhlic t,ihrarv Miin>ittin ~92-S3.

,IF�K NARA.

allies Plietan, �A Plot to Kill Keiine�dv~

Rush to tiidgittetit in New Otl1�ans, .�eAfl(rdUI

I;1�(�?liHg I�ost, Vol CCXt., 6 ,\tav t %~. pp 2 t -

25

tnters ies�.� with Rosemary James, 2-i t-e�hru

,it�\- 2(55). and interview with Ross Yockev,

I starch 2006 lame�s and �(ockey weie� two

of the lii e� reporters credited with writing the

st( (I�S�

Orleans .Sta!es�Item sc )op or dist ri

bution on its national wire, It was

reprinted, in truncated form, in

hundreds of newspapers nation

wide on 26 April. Even the august

.\eu� }ork �limes ran a brief item

from the wires about the �mount

ing evidence of CIA links� in

District Attorney Jim Garrison�s

probe of the assassination. As

Richard Billings noted in his diarc.

�Now Garrison is hard on the trail

of the CIA,��

�l�he .Veu� Orleans States-Ite,n exclu

sive confirmed the Agency�s worst

fears. Just as the media were begin

ning to catch on that Garrison�s

case was flimsy, the 1)A was nxw

ing to draw the CIA into the

tnaelstrom. In a k ng memo pre

pared on 26 April. Rocca concluded

that it Would be �unwise to dismiss

as trivial any attempts b~� Garrison

to link the Agency to his plot.�

Though it is impossible to discern

what the New Orleans l)A �knows

or thinks he knows.� ~s rote Rocca.

the grim truth, given the Ramparts

expose, was that the �impact of

such charges.. will not depend

principally upon their veracity or

credibility hut rather upon their

timeliness and the extent ot press

coverage. From this point on,

Garrison would not utter a word

without it being parsed inside

Agency headquarters.

Having laid the groundwork with

his calculated leak to the .Vea�

,-\ Ness spaper inks Plot Figure to C.i.A..

the �On I (0/,� 7) toes. 20 A )ri I I ~
-

H ill itgss N iRs, p 2~. A ~as�. nat Ii in

A rd is c�s a nd Rese�a �ih Cent ii. \\ ash i ngti in.

ix:

I \te�nho for ,-\ssist.Int t )e�putv Director or

Plans �run Roee,c 26 April t~ iii,�. 6. Rims�

scil F lolnie�s Papers. tFK N,-\t(,A
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Disinformation

()r/c�ans .S�!ak�s-l!ein. (i rris( in now

unle:Lhed a barrage ol sensational

accliiti( ins. Iii fl( ) pan ((i tar irder.

(;arris()n alk�ged that Kennedvs

alleged assassin l.e�e Os~~ aid had

been under the c introl of the CiA:

the CIA had wititewasi ed the real

assassins; the CIA had tied to the

\X�arren ( mntissi( )n and concealed

evideticr~ with the IRI s coflniv�

ance�no. t lie CIA had lied to the

l1~i t( )O! As with Sen:itor Joe

~ic( ;arthv. the legitimacy conferred

liv j-iuhihc office gave (;arrison a

license I or a udaci( ius i~iendacitv, a

pri~ ilege lie exploited to the hilt.

these charges made kr ne\vaccii

sat( ry headlines in New Orleans

1 rid elsewhere thu )ugl lout the

niontli of May. hut alsc ) served a

sec( md purpose. fte~ had the

simultaneous eftect of blunting the

increasing iitiiither of articles criti�

c.ing ti me I )A�s prohe ftc

impression left was that Garrison

was being put under siege because

he dared to tell the truth.

A Rock and a Hard Place

The CIA occasionally t esix )nded to

a shed lie all egat U) Li fr� ii ii the I ~a r�

rage. but never issued a

substantive, thorough rebuttal for

tear that it would only create a

larger problem Ii r itself and br

Shia~~ l)isclosing tIme ~hiaw�DCS

connect U in \\ a ~ ruled out as too

explosive, given the nature of

Sli:mws ndict illent and the 5~( )t�

light the Agency was :lreadv under

because of the /?r1nlparL~ exposc. At

the ver~ least I )CS SOl irces and

nietliods \V( )1ild be scrutinized, and

virtual l~ all Americans traveling

Thc /l�lic5-/�!c(li�IeJl(� iiid �Falcs lU/li pub
(�lU_el Lll��e .(Ile�(.~li (1 lU�, tl1(. Ill,IIU� oilier.

iro oR ng its� (.t-\. ((Unrig iIU_� ILinflhllS (It

,(fld lime� tI)(~

abroad ~vould tall under sLispicion.

Every businessman or sch )lar who

had ever cm )( pera ted ye) luit ta ri

would think twice before doing so

again. The I)CS as a whole would

likely be damaged. perhaps irrepa�

rahlv. �Ulien. too, the Agency had ~

contemplate the d( )st of disclosure

to (;kt\� Sh;iw. Garrisons scapegoat

i ng c if t tie CIA left t ml beers tix re

persuaded than ever that the I )A

knew about Sliaw�s I)CS contact.

and t Ii at he jin )ba hi v jilt ended t

distort the connection during
Shaw�s trial.

I )espite the surtace placidity (it the

CIA�s �no comment responses.

internally the Agency \vas scethi

ing. �l�he �Red Flash and ��Red

(~ imet ccl iti( ms of the \eu� Or/callS

S/ct/c�s -Ilcmn, in particular. \\ crc

received ~\ ith ti ie k hid of ent liusi

a si ii 11< )rn tall V reserved I ( )r Thai �c/a

The (li\ had eathered public
deb:icle5 like the Bay of Pigs and

the I/anlpam�l.c exposm~: had deflected

criticisili in the press and from

books; and had resisted attempts to

broaden (;ongressh inal oversight.
Never in its 20�year existence. lio\\

ever, had it confr mted such a

chia I tenge front an elected puhil ic

official with legal. albeit hiiiiited.

authority. Garrisons allegations�
the �grossest we have seen t rout

any responsible Aitierican 0 ti�i�

cial�gave the Agency l�its. ust as

the\ (lid Shaw and Shaw�s law

yers. For months, the tactics 0)1

what Rocca called ��that wild man

(ho wn there�� prc iccupied seni( Ir

S_�. 1(11 (~�X,mlri~)Ie~ �t.�lllor.Irflhmmrl \(( Re

(jrri�,( (Ii (CUl tile� Ke�iifl~�cl\� ,�\~�.ms.inai 1(11.

t ,�( Supk�nlhe�i� t 9U tto~ (). I(im~~�ll I tUirill��.

l~iix�r�.. ~t 1k \.�\ IC\ Iii p01111 1(t s I. (~.i��rk

\\~i� 11,(rn)r,Il�il ((I iii&_ sl,i~��Dcs re�Iall1(n~l1ll(
.1111,1 \…�()ClI(l 11�l1i~liI1 ~ br the� (_ti.mr,(tmUrl

.�.te�mnor,ridmini. (;,mrri�.((n J\ ITIIC�I\ l(�\ . ol

21 \t~m~ t96 InCh 2s \t.iv 19U, box Si.

I15( ,I, (;1 -\ CoIIe�~mori. Ilk \.\It.\

(;IA officers \\�hen Sliaw�s trial

appeared imminent. I )Cl I tel ms

irde reel au ad hoc (�0)11 lit i ittce t(

formulate a strategy�six of CiA�s

highest (>11 icia Is comprised this

��Garrison Group.��

Ray. the New Orleans DCS chief�.

sent reports hack to headquarters
about etk)rts to goad the ~\genc\�

into a reaction that w uld he g )od

for a few more headlines. Ray also

expressed concern over the possi

bihitv that Garrison might bug l)CS

offices or tap its telephones, so a

secure� comililmnications link with

CIA headquarters was established.

As thie ��bizarre amid unsubstanti

ated cailipaign to implicate the

CIA reached a fever pitch in the

late� spring, an Agency internal

m,�iiio dated (i June observed that

Garrison had �attacked CIA more

vehemently, viciously and rncnda�

(�i( )usl v than hi as any (it her

American )fticial or private citize�n

wh lose eomiltetits have come to i our

attent u )n In fact, he h hash out�

st ii )pe�c I t lie� b�o )reign ( 0 mmciii ist

pr�ss. which is now quoting him

dcl ighitedlv.� 1.eft�leaning and

(;oilinltinist organs presented Garri�

son�s allegations as ab�birmation cit

America�s deeply confused and cor

rupt p )hitic:il svsteiit. he K(; B

delighted in suet m (:i rriso in q tu mtes

as one sa~ ing that the� CIA was

��infinitely itiore po~~�erbul tItan the

(�~e�stapo Iliad hicent in Nazi

( erniany.�

\t(�nio(.irdullr I (I Ill. Rn ((I�d. ( ;Irr�.on

(roup ~(te�e�iirl:.i \o i
,

2�) S�pue�iimhe�r 9ff.

Itox ifi. Rmm�.�.e�li ((lUll��. I~.Ipei��.. JFK \AR,.\

���tnl1l((I�~/l11ILIlll. (�,ar,�i�.,ll �I \ lillc.�r�\�k�I\ �, ((I

21 .\l:\ 19b� ~mitLl 215 \t,m~ 19ff. IRIS Si.

I ISC�\ ci.~ (ok�ORln. 1FK \.\R.\,

~�te�ii~�~iiielii�ii \o ,~. (;ml�n�.on md lie

ken l�ieil\� �I �.51 ��I flat i( (IS I jim I�ll� I 9(I, It (S 15-I,

I IdA (,I.\ (~,I(�e�ljon, II K \AIf.\
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Disinformation

�
The CIA general counsel�s
recommendation.. .was

With the benefit of hindsight. it is

apparent that the Agency never

gained itS tooting amid Garrison�s

l)liZzard of accusations, even

though there were scattered clues

as to what was going on behind the

scenes.1 on i May. for example,
Jack Miller, a former assistdflt 1ittOf��

ne~� general in charge of the Justice

l)epartment�s Criminal l)ivision.

called the CIA�s general counsel to

otter some intelligence that had

conic to Miller froni within Garri

sons office.� Miller�s inside

information was that a �left-wing

newspaper published in Rome. the

I�cwsc� Sera,� was the source for the

story that Shaw was a director of

the CMC and that the CMC was a

�CIA organization.� Miller appar

ently did not know, or did not

convey, how much importance

(;arrison attached to the ostensible

revelation. There is no evidence

that the Cl Staff followed up on his

inside information.

The CIA Continues To Play It

Low Key

like the Agency. Shaw�s lawyers

were groping their way through the

fog of charges generated by Garri

son via the media, Shaw�s lawyers

A ,~ ul V I 965 let kr k Sen,it r Re ha rd Il tissel!

Ironi 1)61 I lelttts is all excellent slltttntarv oh

the CIAs p�tceptton of the Garrison prohe
\o\s�hleR� (hoes I helnis Itlefltion .1 (hislfltottlkC�

non sciteitte Is cite wellspring ot Garrisons

accusatIons against thu Agettcv Letter. I lelnis

to Russell ~ itlt Attaclttnr�nt Jini Garrison ,Utd

the CiA.� 2-i holy t%t�i. nox 85. HSC\ (:l~\

Collection, ILK NARA

Sterno f( )r the Rec )ro I. Rep )rt Ci incern i ng

Garrison Kcnned~� CIA. I Stay 196, box Hi,

lisC,�S CIA Collection. IlK NARA Millers

source ,.s is �~.altcr Sheridan. then a reporter

or NbC i\es\s and borrncrlv a top tide IC)

Attorne~ General Robert Kennedy

stark: other than active

resistance to any

subpoenas from

Garrison, the best course

of action was to do

nothing.

9,
were confident that their client was

leveling with them and publicly
denied that he wasaclandestine

CIA operative.
° In September 1967.

h )wever, x~�lien a trial appeared
imminent, there was a revealing
contact l)etween Shaw�s attorneys

and the Justice Department. The

defense team was� confused by the

ClAl smoke-screen Garrison was

raising.� and wanted to talk to

someone in the federal govern�

nient �who could steer them as to

the true facts and circumstances,�

according to an 18 September CIA

tllCtW).°

S tme slia ring of int( )rmat ion might
have helped, hut Agency officials

tound the request br cooperation

too risks�, newly available docu

ments show, �New Orleans is such

a seamy maze that the risk of

under-the-table deals is always

present, concluded a 2S Septem
ber Agency inetno. �Moreover, if

Garrison learned of federal assis

tance to Shaw�s lass yers. he�d play
it to the hilt.� Shaxv�s defense

..().,~ akl Depicted as CIA Agent, Sources

lien,� Say,� Sen ()rIi�aos �/�inrnc-I°icciyurn�.

C Ma�, 196�

~ lenu r~C ndu rn k ~r Exe Ut C e I) ireck )r

(;otiiptrolk�t. n, Garrison tno estigation,
IS Septetither 1%�, lox S�S. I ISCA CIA (:01-

lection, .IFK \ARA,

)ratt Stetito Ira ndu nt for t 1k� Rc~ rd
.

25 Se p

te ni er I )6. lb ix 55. HS( A (:1 A (o)l yet) itt.

JFK NARA

team thus retLirned to New Orleans

empty-handed and puzzled over

the government�s apparent noncha

lance. given that \Vashington was

very much on trial, too.

Via this brief contact, the CIA

learned that one of its assumptR)ns

was wholly incorrect. All akng.

Agency of hcials had presumed that

Shaw told his lawyei�s about the

I)CS relationship once his alleged
link to the CIA became an issue.

But after meeting with Shiaw�s

defense team. Justice Department

attorneys shared their �ser\� clear

impression that Sliaw had not con

fided in his own lawyers.

Overhanging everything, insofar as

the CIA was concerned, was the

upcoming trial. �I�he Agency had to

proceed on the assumption that

Garrison would play his trump card

in the courtroom and flutnmox the

jury. �The tact that Garrison�s

charges against CIA are false.�

n( )ted a I 3 Septeti ii er men to ~ra n�

(kim. �does not mean that when he

goes to court his case will collapse
like a h tuse of eat�chs, �~ �I�he deci

sion on how to prepat�c for that

dreaded day ss�as outlined in a

menlo subt�tiitted by I loustoti to

I )Cl I helms in ( )ctober I 96~, It is

p~~�r1i~tps the tnost revealing CIA

d icutnent generated during the

entire affair, as it lays out all the

sundry illegath ms of CIA involve�

ment and the truth in eai�h

instance. �l�he CIA general coun

sel�s recommendation, developed in

(~ to New ( )rk�ans mutt ( )hh ito� ot Geti�

era I ( tin srI, 29 Sept cml icr I 9k�. Iii )\ 86.

t ISC-\ (IA Colk�ction, ILK \AR.S

Str�tiio orinthtiiii \ C
.

Ho� (�,arris itt and t hr

Keruttedv .Sssassiut,ition. I S Sr�ptetiihet I

box 6, Ruissel I It uluties I�.ifiel�.. .1 I-K \ARA
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c( ~nstiItation with other members of

the Garrison (;roip. was stark:

other than active resislance to any

si 1 )~( ienas fri )Tfl (;a rn ~( )fl the best

course of actu)n was t�.) do

not lung.

of a Soviet hand iii all that had hap

pened, given that the statement fit

50 neatly v~ ith \I()scO~\�S known

goals Rut R()ccas insight ties er

\vent further than this brief

spt.�cil Iatl( in.

ftc catch. I I( u lst( )n at kno~vI�

edged, ~ as that a tight lip
threatened to leave Shaw at Garri

sons mercy. Slia~v�s Ia~ vers would

have m way (if refuting allegations
wit h( iit d( )cilnleflts and test iflt( mv

from the CIA. �met a ci nt rolled dis

closure of exculpator\ information

seemed unachievable. A local judge
would be under intense pressure to

rule that tlmi� f�ederal g mvernment

could not both submit material evi

dence and hide behind claims of

national security or executive privi

lege. t nder these circumstances,

I louston reasi )ned. tlii� best t lung to

do ~~oultl be to take ro action

whats( ever. and hope that the

defendant would win acquittal
wit h )ut CIA intervention. If� 51mw

were to �be convicted on in f� )rtna�

ti()n that could be refL.ted by CIA,��

concluded lb )ilst( mn. ��,v e may be in

for some difficult decisions

As it turned out, the dilemma I bus�

0 in described did n( )t material i,.e

l~r more titan a year. ~haw�s tal

ented legal team, determined to

win an acqu itt:l I, intr s.Iuced sev

eral motions ( inclutlimig a request

for :1 change of venue) that had the

effect of ~( )stp( m ing tIle trial

repeatedly.

Meanwhile. (�~:Lrrison kept fine�ton

ing his theory about the

\ti�iisr:i ndiiin or b. t )ii a i to ni

.10 rer)cc,� I I(,li�,ior:. 2 0u,b cr l�.Ki�, tlO\ 5�~.

Isc..\ Lt,�\ c;~lku.~, ILK \,~R \~

IIii~/.

assassination. In Febrtiar~ 1 %~, he

unveiled what would l~� his final

and enduring explanation during a

I )utchi television sh ~w I tosted by a

left�wing. anti�American journalist

ml med �~�i I 1cm ( )lt mans ~� Acc ird�

ing to (;arrison. it was no longer
the case that the CIA was an Llnwit�

ting accomplice to the murder and

then an access( iv after tIle fact No,

the truth had timed out to I

much \V( use. Garrison m )\V averred

that the Agency had conscic uslv

ploticd the assassination. executing

the plan iii concert with the ��nuli�

tarv- industrial complex.� li )th ha I

a �~ ested interest in the G intinua

tion of the Cold \Xar and the

escalation of the hot ~ ar i \ iet�

nato. I�resident Kennedy wanted t( I

end both conflicts: that \v:ls ~vl iv lie

math to be assassinated.

�lime shift in Garrison�s line �.t ent

largely unnoticed at first�-except at

the CIA, which was monitoring the

I )A �s every utterance. As Ri m~ a

ol ,sem�ved in a March 1 %5 men to,

��C ;irrisOn has now reached the ulti�

mate point in the logic of� his public
statcmllents.

. . .

�I hus is by and large

tIle Moscow line.� F r a fleeting

momitcilt, Rocca, one of the

Agenc~ �s tnt )st esteemed

countenntclhigence experts. seemed

tO IX� musing about the p )ssibi I its�

\k�iiiui.irid.iimi Ii,r l)ireuor. lilt. 2 \t:iiiIi

t~Xis. Ic (:irri�,on md III� K1�IIIiL�Ll\ ,\~~,l��.I

n.ii~ :i lmii~�r� i~.�~� (,,mIIi�~)T~ 1T1 t)�It It

~~i,mr(ll i9(5 Ilii\ 8~. I Is(:.\ c:t\ ( ,II(�ciuIm.

IFS \AtL\.

Around the same time in ld,)68, Gar

rison began to m�ei� )gni�/.e that an

adverse legal outc >Ffle \v( )illd

detract frc ~m what lie had achieved

in the public tiund. .\Ianv of los key

assistants didn�t belie~ e time accusa

tions about CIA involvement:

niorec ver, n( me of� them could be

pro\�~�dl in court. \�C�lule expressing
i,�onhdence that the 51mw indict�

nient would ne~ er actually be

tested in a courtroom, ( a rrison

remarked ~ �l�om Ilethiell, one of�

his in~ estigators, that we ha~ e

our point� ( )n thus one

issue, the undesirability of a trial.

the CIA was in complete agree

ment ~ ith its New Orleans nenlesis.

�lIme Agency vastly preferm�ed no

trial, even if� it meant Garrison prat

tling on rever about CIA

involvement, dinG )ntradl icted be a

decisi~ e verdict. Ib~ the time 51mw

finally achieved us day in court on

21 Ian ua my I %d,) he \vis probably
time only party �.~ ho \\;lntedh to be

lie re.

The Trial

�l�he trial lasted 35 days. 1 )espite

tw( ) yea rs �~v ul hi )f allegations and

a specific p�onuse ot� testimony that

would ��rock the nation,� Garrison�s

case \\ Is remarkably unchanged

Iioimm Ro (~ to I lt,im�,moii. I �t.ir Ii

1)1)5. Ia)x s~, I lsi,:..\ c:b \ ( oIli�~ioii. Ilk

\ A I(,\

��lIlt) It(�III),�,I I)i.u�~ ~) \b.ir Ii tI)(is. tIiix 5.

l~Ioird \\cnimtann lt.lpcr~. Ilk \.\lt.-\

�
The trial lasted 35 days.

Despite two years� worth

of allegations...
Garrison�s case was

decidedly anticlimactic.

9,
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fiom the loopy account presented
at Sha~v�s preliminary hearing in

March 19ô~. As such, it was deck!-

cdlv antic! mactic. Nonetheless, the

Agency�s apprehension was palpa
ble throughout the trial. It ck)selV

monitored news accounts and ran

name�checks on the jurors and

some witnesses. Officers were in

attendance throughout.

Ihe prosecution. to the Agency�s

surprise, never mentioned the CIA

in the courtroom. �I�he stance of the

lead prosecutor. James Alcock, was

prol)ahlv decisive in this regard. No

one on Garrison�s staff had belit

tled the notion of CIA complicity
more than Alcock. ~ The closest

Garrison came to articulating his

conspiracy theory about CIA

involvement was during the sum

mation. when he appealed to the

jury to deliver a message to those

who had plotted the coup d�etat.

�I�he jurors were m t impressed. a rid

rendered a unanimous verdict of

�not guilty� after deliberating
Si minutes.

I ltimatelv. it had been left to

Shaw�s attorneys to raise the issue

that had caused such anxiety within

CIA headquarters for two years.

They did so with dispatch. in one

question (luring direct examination

of their client. �1 lave you ever

worked for the Central Intelligence

Agency?� asked lead defense attor

ney F. Irvin I)ymond. �No, I have

not, replied Clay Sliaw, reserving
for himself a small kernel of tnitli

Ibid.. 22 f��hriiarv I

�Jim (�,,irl i~ori�~ CIo�~ing .\rgti ntciii
.

28 I�ehru

ar~� t969. Stile� of !.0UISI,ifl~l s (,Iav t.~ Stow.

Criitiin.iI t )isirict Court, I�arisft of Ork�ans.

State of ta,iti~iana i98�OS~). Uox �,. Pm Garri�

SOIl t�~iJlI,�rS. J}�h. NAt�t.�\.

�
To anyone who would

listen, Garrisoni claimed

that the �company�

(a.k.a. the CIA) was the

all-powerful entity that

had thwarted his

investigation.

9,
that no one else in the courtroom

needed to know.

Bittersweet Victory

A �gk)rious. a wonderful, a sweet.

and a very grand victory, one of

the defense lawyers called it. Yet

for Shaw, relief was short-lived.

Within 4~ hours. Garrison rear

rested Shaw on two counts of

perjury, neither of which pertained

to Dvmond�s cluest ion. If con

victed. he faced a 20-year pnson

sentence. Garrisons private corre

spondence right after the verdict

makes clear that he hadn�t wavered

from the convictK)n that Shaw was

an �important CIA operative.

although he still never uttered

those words in public.

With the media now firmly on

Shaw�s side�even the .\Łu� Orleans

,States-Jlern had (lone an about-face

after the verdict�tlte defendants

lawyers allowed their client to

begin speaking iullicl~�. That

openness resulted in the most

expansive answer Shaw would ever

give on the subject of the /�aese

,Sem allegation. Still, he chose to

keep concealed his unpaid cooper

ation with the DCS.

~L~imhcrt. p. t53

�Ihe ic/ed /behincl the CllC�/ I/as to

haze one place u�he,�e bu~�e,�y

Conun,r,� i;ito the (.~,winio,i .%Iark�et

area u�ould find all the (,)Pnnlon

,tlarket countries i�epresented in

one (trade) ce,zter.
. .

It turned

out to be either bad/v planned vi�

badlt� o,�gcuuuized and it closed

zen� .�,�hoa/~�, and! that was the last

I et er hea,�d oJ it. I nez er hea,�d

that it was a CIA operation and I

don �t knou� that it lens.... Other

than ,i�hat lie told von. I k,uou�

,jothiuj,t~ more cihouit the Centro

.tlomzcliale (,�onu mnerciale. I haze

uez.�er had ant� colinection u�ith

the (IA.

In I 9~ I. Shaw�s lawyers reached a

court willing to put an end to Garri�

suns abuse of prosecutorial
authority. On 2 May, Federal

ludge 1 lerbert \\�. Cltristenberrv

enj( )ined Garrison from prosecut

ing the perjury charges and, for that

matter, ever hauling Shaw into a

courtr( )om again in connection with

the kennedy assassination. ~�I�hte

CIA let loose a sigh of relief along
with the long-suffering defendant.

The Agency had been ca utioLisly

following the case all the while.

even though it no k)nger gener

ated adverse headlines�in fact, it

was getting almost no headlines at

all. �I.ooks like ,\Ir. Garrison is on

the ropes and will have all he can

do to keep the hornets away.�

noted DCS Director \lurphv in

October 191. as he officially

cksed the file. ~ Garrison�s pursuit
of Shaw was now widely regarded

�CIa~ Sh.i~~ tniervie~~
.

I�en!/iotese. \o~ e�ittfx�r

19b1). pp ~

t.aittfie�rt. p~� I 15

~~te�Ftio i( ) (�:hie�f. t )aIIa�, Fi�Ief ( )t�f�ici�. Frotit

t)ire(ior. t )CS. 6 Ooofx�r tY��l
.

1-ile JFK-At

P. tiox t
.

CI.-\ Sine�,. 1K \\tt\
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as a legal farci and a fraud. The

episode had even precipitated a bit

ter split among the many critics of

the Warren Comtnissk )n report on

the assassination, neatly all of

whom had flocked to Garrison�s

side in 1967 ow many of them

considered the Orleans Parish DA

to he the Joe ~lcCarthy of their

cause. Just as the Wis onsin sena

tor disgraced anti-Conimunism by
making reckless charges that ruined

innocent peoples lives, they
believed that Garrison had irrevoca

bly set back the case iigainst the

Warren Report 1w persecuting an

innocent man.

Battle Over Perceptions

Although 1971 marked the nadir of

Garrison�s legal quest. the Agency
was mistaken in assuming that the

struggle over public perceptions

had ended. An abject tailure in

courts of law. Garrison�s probe
achieved a latent triumph in the

court of public opinion. �l�he DA�s

message became part :md parcel of

what has been called the endur

ing power of the 1960s in the

national imagination.�~

Garrison triumphed in this sphere

partly because his thirst for vindica

tion was unlimited, II-� sloughed off

Christenberty�s decision and

adopted the position that the valid

ity of his investigation aught not to

he judged on its legal tesults. To

anyone who would listen, he

claimed that the �company� (a.k,a,

the CIA) was the all-powerful entity

���Steal This Myth: Wk� We Still �J�r~� to Re

Create the Rush of the 60s, Thc� ,\eu� York

hines. 5 August 2(5)0

That chance encounter

with filmmaker Oliver

Stone] eventually led to

the endorsement of

Paese Sera�s

disinformation by a

major Hollywood film.

that had thwarted Ii is investigation.

�I�he det�iant mood in the I )A s canip

~vas caPtured in a 10 Jtilv 1971 let

ter to Garrison froni Ralph
Schoenman, Bertrand Russell�s

former personal secretary and a

Ii ke-minded conspiracy theorist

who remained staunchly supp ol

ive. Schoenman proposed the

strategy that Garrison would e~ en

tua]ly pursue.

I hate thong/it cihoiit 1/ic Sitl~i�

tioll nit/i the Conlpa;n� tight non�.

Our� oJ their pl�ilnar)� o/jeclu�es is

to keep ~�ozi off� balance, dc�fi�n
sfz �e, a/i ays on the run /roni

them and ne,�er able to paim� .cuJ

/icientli� to rc�gaiui tite o//eui,ch�e.

I�a�ado.x�icalli�, hi� Stopplul,~ Lou

froni iz.s�ing the courts against

.S�hau, the)� haze I�REl�,�I) iou 10

Pitt the case into a book ~\ on it

cannot he considered sub Izulice

or prejudicial to a trial. So. Isu,i,�

gest iat~�e)ztIL� that ne take the

o/jc�ncu�e. Let ~ get vii! a book,

hard and fast. u�hich nails the

case agaiuzst .S�hau� that ne

conk/n �1 get into the courts let ~

put JHJLIJ oil the d~feiisii�e hi

blozz�ing the .S�hau� case ski� high
u/rh a muck�raking hook that

closes in on the con/pant� ecr�uz

close,�.

Letter. SLhocnman to ( ,arrison. I() Jule

1971. Nc~v Orleans �uhik Lihr:iis Sticrohlitt.

~�)2-8,S. JFK N�iRA

Before Garrison cooi Id t�ollow

Scho )enlnans advice, however, the

I )A had t > contend with a SS mil

lion dollar lawsuit lodged by Shaw,

a ItIloLigh his finances were so

depleted that he could barely a fiord

to file. �I�he retired businessman had

retained tour lawyers and a small

army ( )f pate in vest iga t( )rs t(

keep pace with Garrison. Shortly
after giving his first deposit ion,

Shaw died in August l9~-t. his

lifespan doubt lesslv shortened by

having his world shattered.

As tile episode faded from ~�iew.

tI ie I�ae,ce .S�era articles became akin

to the I )ead Sea scrolls of� the inves

tigation, an inner secret shared by

Garrison�s shrinking band of die

hard believers. Sliaw was a� high-
tanking CIA operative in Italy� and

the I�ao�,ce Sera articles proved it

Within this small circle of pro�Garri�
50fl conspiracy bLit Is, the DA was

the person ~~�lto had been

martyred, victimized by the vast but

hidden power of �the company�
and its �disint� )rnlati( m machinery.�
�l�he alleged link between Shaw and

the CIA became a staple of conspir

acy hooks published in the post�

Vietnam, ~( st�Watcrgate craM

In December 1973, fornier CIA

officer Victor Marchetti went pub
lic with information that fanned the

embers. Marchetti. executive

assistant to) the Deputy Director of

CIA before his 1969 resignation,

had been present at several

Set�. for es.aiiiple. Rc ,h~rj Sjtti ~

�1�/tr�~�t~� At/lest i/it� I�ri�5l(/t,�,j/� /hit� .S(�(trChJor
tIn,� Ito ,5/t�r(�,s ~,f,Jn1) o i� tseii �l��~/t 0 New �it )rk.

t0an~tn. l9~ ). p. 122: Rolx�rt t ), Morrow.

Iit�t,�a ~�a/ (Cit it ~tg Regner�,� ,

t 970), ~

anti tk�rna ti Fc�n�.terwa ki. (�oi,jcic/,�,zt�,� to�

(.o?zsp:?�clc) �( Nt�s�. �tttrk: it�hra Fkx)ks. It)�� I.

pp
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high-level meetings in which DCI

Helms expressed sympathy for

Shaw�s predicament .Marclictti

overheard Helms instrLlcting Gen

era! Counsel Houston to help Shaw.

consistent with the Agencvs inter

ests. Marchetti aired this

information shortly before publish

ing his 1971 eXpose. The cm and

the Cult qI1n1elll/.~e?lce. In keeping
with his now-antagonistic relation

ship with the Agenc\�. he couched

the disclosLire in such a way as to

suggest that it was Just as likely that

the CIA had concealed a nefarious

connection with Shaw as an innoc

uouS one.~

Unfounded assertions of CIA corn

plicitv were bolstered inadvertently

by a series of investigations of the

Intelligence Community in the

1970s. The 1975 Rockefeller Com

mission report was folk)~Ved by the

1976 report of the Senate Select

Committee on Intelligence and the

1979 report of the House Select

Committee on Assassinations

(1 ISCA). All examined the CIA�s

activities both hefore and after

Kennedy�s assassination, and, in the

case of 1-ISCA, specifically looked

into Shaw�s supposed role as a

high-ranking operative. The bot

tom line in each instance gave no

credence to any of Garrisons alle

gal ions about Shaw and the CIA.

Inexorably, however, the lucre fact

that such questions were asked

helped fashion Garrison into sonic-

thing of a prophet in the public
mind.�~

- Zodi~ic Nc�.vs Ser~ ice I�r(�ss Relejse,

21 l)rn.emtx�r 193. Fite 0-1396. \\örtd �Irad

Center. liox H. .1 im Garrison l�apers. JFK

NARA

Joe Mangitno. \\as Jim Garrisoti Right
After Alt? .Vcu ()r/t�a;z.c. June 196. and Rich-

i rd 16 rite. �the St range I )eat h of c;i:is

Shiw. �iroe�. ..\pril l�Fi

In 1979, Shaw�s link to the CIA was

dredged up again when former DCI

Helms gave a deposition in a libel

case. �l�lie lawsuit involved a 1975

hook entitled (�oup d�etat in Arner

icc!: The (�IA and the Assassination

of John l~1 Kenned)�, yet another

book that had swallowed the Paese

Se,-a deception. 6 Although not

party to the suit, 1 Iclms was

deposed h~� the defendants� attor

ne~�. Under oath, he divulged the

kernel of truth that the Agency and

Shaw had struggled to keep secret

when Garrison�s probe was at its

height. Helms accurately described

Shaw�s contact with the CIA from

I 94~ to 1956: at �one time, as a

businessman, (Sliaw) was one of

the part-time contacts of the

Domestic Contact Division.�0 Garri

son, by then a Louisiana state

judge, pounced on Helms�s disclo

sure and distorted it. Garrison

wrote in his memoir that the

disclosure represented �confirma

tion. that Clay Shaw had been an

agent.�~�

Losing the Fight

Bolstered lw these developments,
Garrison tried to implement the

advice rendered by Schoenman in

19~1: write a �muckraking hook

that would bring the Sliaw-CIA

Michael Canhetd and .\lan J \Veherrnan.

(�oil/i dc9n! in A,nericci, ihi� (IA ci~ic1 ih<�

,�lysnsSipIatiofl (1/ /ohn F Kcoinr�c/t�( New �tork

Third Press. I 9�s). Pft 39o0-

I )epos it in of H ic hard Mcd ~a rr:I h He! it is,

1 June 1961-i. F Howard Hunt, r. Plaintiff. V

I.ihi�rt�, Lobby, tic,, I)cfettdant. No 80�1121-

Civ-l\VK. I�S 1)istrict Couti. Southern Dis

rid ii! lloiidi. Box 6. tm Garrison Papers,

ftK NARA

lini (,,arrison. On i/ti� Tim! oh/ti� .l.s.sassins

alt� liii e.c1ii.icitio?i rind I�TO6(�CiltiOU yf the liz, ~�-

c/er o/ i�resic/c�nt Ai�npzi�clt� (New �t�ork:Sheri�

dan Square l�ress. 1988). p. 26

connection front and center. II took

Garrison more than four years to

find a publisher for his memoir,

although he hawked it with a

promise to reveal, for the first time.

the actual CIA hand in the assassi

nation. Fifteen major publishers

rejected the manuscript. Finally the

memoir found a home at a small

New York-based press. which

printed On the Trail o/�!he Assa.c

sins in I 988. For the first time.

Garrison made explicit the connec

tion between his grand conspiracy

theory and Shaw�s link to the CIA

(Paese Sera�s version). To explain
why he had not made the affilia

tion known when it presumably

might have counted~.huring the

trial�Garrison claimed that lie did

not learn about Shaw�s CIA activi

ties in Italy until afler 1969,r

None of this seemed to matter. least

of all to the CIA, until the pub

lisher of Garrisons memoir thrust a

copy into the hands of filmmaker

Oliver Stone during an interna

tional film festival in Cuba,~�l �l�hat

chance encounter eventually led to

the endorsement of I�aese .S�era ~c

disinformation by a major I lolI~��

wood film. JFK. In the movie,

Garrison (portrayed by Kevin Cost-

ncr) confronts Shaw (played by

lommv Lee Jones) with an Italian

newspaper article exposing Shaw�s

role as a CIA operative. �l�hie con

frontation, of course. never

occurred in real life: vet the scene

captures a hidden historical truth.

The epicenter of� Garrison�s prose

cution, and the wellspring for his

ultimate theory of the

assassination, was the DA�s belief in

Thid,. p ~�

LanhlR�rt. P
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a fantasy publislied h~� a Commu�

nist-o~vnecI Italian newspaper��

According to ( inc hisu )rian who

admires Stone. tile movieJ/K prob

ahly had a greater ml pact on

put)l IC opinion than arty other work

of art in American hisiory save

Uncle ibm :c (~�iLi/,i. While that

may he hyperlx)le. n( it many I buy�
wood films can claim to have

generated new legislation. JFK

ignited a public clanl( Ir hr mill ions

of pages ot documeniR that had

been �suppressed as part of the

governments alleged massive

cover-u p.

�Ti drive hOflk� tie point, lust hifOlt� the

credits ro!I a reference is ni,tde to I feitits�s

19 1) ciepi )sitii)fl I(.ither tIic it if rioting Helms.

)r ari,iralel V ch~ir.irterri.ing Shaw as in

iit1j~iiil inn �1)i)ra(li( iiinta( I. tim.� uiilioeing
won ds ~npun�ar .ng.nlnst a hlai k se-rein. In

19��), Rid ta rd I feint is. direct of 0 ten oper

1110115 in l9h3, admitted under oath that (liv

Sh,i cv lad worked fi it tie (.l,\

lh heri Itrent Iophri. editi r. (Ellen .�,/ooe� a

I .~A I-i/ni, I/na/on� a,,d (,d;,trote�r~t�

Lawrence, K\ I nu n�rsltv I �ress of Kansas,

2(R))), P I

In response. Congress passed a

sweeping statute in 1992 the

President John I�~ Kennedy Records

Collection Act, which forced open

all federal records relating ~ the

assassination and an uncspccted
amount of state, local, and private

records as well�including those of

the fortner Orleans l�arisl district

at t( rney TI te 111W cli red ed t I ia

these documents be catalogued and

housed at the National Archives.

Oliver Stone likes to assign full

credit for the legislatk)n t Ii is fil in.

which is something of an exaggcra

ti( )n. The coincidental cnn I of tIle

Cold War also played a critical role

in the enactment and inipletnenta
tion of the 1992 law ..\k)rc

disingenuously Stone claims that

while the records declassified by

the statute ha\�d not produced a

smoking gun,� they have opened
�a clear historical record 1)1 Ci )ver�

~ip taking place.�

-

ThiiL, p. 26),

In truth, uric legacy of Stones JFK

is an altogether ironic one. Far from

validating tile� film�s hero, the new

documents have finally lifted the� lid

on the disinformation that was at

the core ( )f J itn ( a rrisons unrelent

ing probe. �the declassified (;IA

rec )rds d( )cument that everything

in the Paece ,S(�,�(( story ~~�as a lie.

and. simultaneously, reveal the

genuine nature and duratK)n of

Clay Shaw�s iiln )cu( us link to the

CIA. These same records explain

why the CIA never responded

appropriately to the disinforma

tion, as it had in Hel nis�s 19(11

Senate testim( my and would later

do in swift response to such

schemes in the I 950s. I-inallv. the

personal files turned ( ver h) Garri�

s~ )n �5 family underl inc the pta mfound

impact that one ne\\ spaper clip

ping had on a mendacious district

attorney adept at manipulating the

Zeitgei.ct of tIlt� late l%Os
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